Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


I 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  •  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  .Washington,  D.C. 

foreign  ^  v  ■  nvh  % 
agriculture  % 
circular  'i^fi°<* 


— * 


-  FLM  £gWg 


WORLD  RED  MEAT  TRADE 


World  trade  in  red  meat  in  1972  was  up  about  12.5 
percent  from  1971,  compared  to  an  increase  of  2.5 
percent  between  1970  and  1971  and  a  4.9-percent  in- 
crease between  1969.  and  1970.  The  level  of  imports 
on  a  carcass  weight  equivalent  basis  reached  13.4  bil- 
lion qbunds,  compared  to  11.9  billion  in  1971. 

The  1.5-billion  pound  increase  in  world  trade  was 
due,  in  large  part,  to  a  decline  in  red  meat  production 
in  the  United  States  and  the  European  Community 
(EC)  which  stimulated  demand  for  imports  and 
brought  higher  export  prices.  These  two  markets  ac- 
counted for  72.5  percent  of  all  red  meat  imported  and 
for  80  percent  of  the  growth  in  red  meat  imports  be- 
tween 1971  and  1972. 

The  third  largest  market  is  Japan  with  6.9  percent 
of  the  import  market  in  1972 — up  from  5.8  percent  in 
1971.  Japan  imported  930.5  million  pounds  of  red 
meat  in  1972 — up  35  percent  from  1971.  Japan  was 
the  only  major  importer  to  increase  domestic  per 
capita  consumption  in  1972.  However,  domestic  con- 
sumption in  this  market  is  still  at  a  much  lower  level 
than  in  any  of  the  other  developed  countries. 

The  growth  of  the  Japanese  market  and  the  increase 
in  demand  for  imports,  resulting  largely  from  the  de- 
cline in  domestic  production  in  the  United  States  and 
EC  accounted  for  96  percent  of  the  growth  in  red 
meat  imports  in  1972.  These  three  markets  also  ac- 
counted for  79  percent  of  total  red  meat  imports. 

The  most  important  exporters  of  red  meat  are  Aus- 
tralia, Argentina,  New  Zealand,  Brazil,  and  Uruguay. 
These  countries  accounted  for  87  percent  of  the 
growth  in  red  meat  exports  during  1972.  If  trade  bet- 
ween EC  Member  countries  is  excluded  from  total 
world  trade,  these  countries  provide  70  percent  of 
world  exports.  Exclusive  of  intra-EC  trade,  most  of 
the  international  trade  in  red  meat  is  beef,  mutton, 
and  lamb  shipped  from  these  countries  to  the  EC,  the 
United  States,  and  Japan. 


Beef  and  Veal 

Beef  and  veal  are  the  most  important  meats  in 
world  trade.  In  1972  bovine  meat  accounted  for  53 
percent  of  world  exports.  The  level  of  beef  exports 
increased  from  5.6  to  6.9  billion  pounds — up  23  per- 
cent. The  change  in  beef  exports  accounted  for  89 
percent  of  the  increase  in  world  red  meat  trade. 

The  EC,  the  United  States,  and  Japan  accounted  for 

79  percent  of  all  beef  imports  and  84  percent  of  the 
increase  in  world  beef  imports  in  1972.  The  EC  is  the 
most  important  importer  of  beef,  importing  47  percent 
of  all  beef  traded  in  1972.  Imports  increased  from  2.5 
billion  pounds  in  1971  to  3.2  billion  pounds  in  1972 
or  30  percent.  This  sharp  increase  was  due  to  reduced 
beef  production  and  rising  prices  in  1972.  Reduced 
duties,  levy  rates,  and  internal  taxes  in  the  EC  made 
these  imports  possible.  The  United  States  suspended 
meat  import  quotas  in  June  1972,  and  beef  and  veal 
imports  increased  14  percent  during  the  year,  from 
1 .75  to  2  billion  pounds. 

Major  beef  exporters  are  Argentina,  the  EC,  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  Brazil,  and  Uruguay.  Most  of 
the  beef  exported  by  the  EC  is  traded  between 
Member  countries.  Other  exporters  are  divided  into 
two  groups:  those  that  are  infected  and  those  that  are 
free  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  Australia,  New  Zea- 
land, Ireland,  and  the  countries  in  North  America 
north  of  the  Panama  Canal  are  the  primary  foot-and- 
mouth  disease  free  exporters.  These  countries  free  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease,  with  the  exception  of  Canada 
and  Ireland,  have  increased  production  and  exports  at 
a  steady  rate.  Australia  and  New  Zealand  are  the  two 
most  important  of  these  countries,  accounting  for  over 

80  percent  of  all  exports  within  the  group.  The 
United  States  imports  75  percent  of  the  group's  ex- 
ports. Between  1971  and  1972,  beef  exports  increased 
24  percent  from  these  countries  and  their  exports  dur- 
ing 1972  were  1  billion  pounds  over  the  1966-1970 
average. 


The  principal  foot-and-mouth  infected  exporting 
countries  have  shown  a  wide  variation  over  the  years 
in  both  production  and  exports.  Argentine  production 
has  varied  by  as  much  as  23  percent  from  one  year  to 
the  next.  This,  in  turn,  has  resulted  in  a  large 
fluctuation  of  export  supplies.  Uruguay,  like  Argen- 
tina, has  shown  a  wide  variation  in  both  production 
and  exports.  Brazil  has  shown  a  steady  increase  in 
beef  production  and  exports  but  the  growth  of  domes- 
tic demand  may  reduce  this  country's  export  potential. 
Part  of  the  reason  for  the  difference  in  growth  rates  of 
production  and  exports  between  the  two  major  sup- 
plier groups  is  that  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  free 
countries  have  had  a  stable,  growing  market.  The 
other  group  has  had  to  face  high  and  variable  import 
protection  in  the  EC  and  other  trade  restrictions  in 
other  countries.  There  has  been  no  incentive  to  pro- 
vide a  steady  supply  of  beef  due  to  the  import 
policies  of  these  major  customers.  This  has  caused 
unstable  world  prices  and  reduced  world  beef  produc- 
tion incentives. 

OUTLOOK  FOR  1973 

In  1973  exports  of  beef  and  veal  are  expected  to 
have  exceeded  1972  levels  because  the  same  condi- 
tions of  reduced  domestic  meat  production  in  the 
major  importers  and  reduced  import  controls  held  for 
most  of  1973  and  world  beef  prices  continued  high.  In 
1974  domestic  meat  production  is  expected  to  increase 
in  the  major  importing  countries  and  exportable  sup- 
plies in  major  exporting  countries  are  also  expected  to 
be  up. 

World  Pork  Trade 

During  1972  world  pork  exports  were  4  billion 
pounds — the  same  as  1971.  Pork  is  the  second  most 
important  meat  in  total  world  red  meat  trade,  but  over 
2.6  billion  pounds  are  accounted  for  by  EC  intratrade. 
This  leaves  only  1.4  billion  pounds  when  EC  intra- 
trade is  excluded.  World  mutton  and  lamb  trade  is 
larger  than  this  amount.  The  EC  is  both  the  largest 
importer  and  exporter  of  pork.  There  are  only  three 
countries  which  have  net  imports  of  over  100  million 


pounds  of  pork  other  than  the  EC  countries.  The 
United  States  is  the  most  important  of  these  three 
with  net  imports  of  402  million  pounds  in  1972,  com- 
pared to  389  million  in  1971.  Japan  imported  168 
million  pounds  in  1972 — up  from  60  million  in  1971. 
The  third  country,  Spain,  increased  net  imports  from 
18  million  in  1971  to  182  million  in  1972. 

Domestic  health  regulations  and  agricultural  policies 
prevent  pork  from  being  more  important  in  world 
meat  trade. 

Lamb,  Mutton,  and  Goat  Meat  Trade 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  meat  imports  were  down 
2.4  percent  in  1972.  In  1972  imports  were  1.8  billion 
pounds  compared  to  2  billion  in  1971.  The  five 
largest  importers:  The  United  Kingdom,  Japan,  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  Greece  accounted  for  85 
percent  of  total  trade.  The  United  Kingdom  was  the 
largest  importer  at  715  million  pounds — down  from 
809  million  in  1971.  Imports  into  Japan  increased 
from  401  million  pounds  in  1971  to  467  million  in 
1972.  Imports  declined  from  133  million  pounds  in 
1971  to  103  million  during  1972  in  Greece,  but  were 
up  by  50  percent  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  two  largest  exporters  are  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  with  over  90  percent  of  the  total.  The  level 
of  Australian  exports  increased  23  percent  in  the  year 
ending  June  1972  to  750  million  pounds  from  609 
million  in  1971.  New  Zealand  exports  increased  6 
percent  during  the  year  ending  June  1972  from  981 
million  pounds  to  1,040  million. 

The  high  price  of  wool  in  the  world  market  reduced 
exports  during  1973  as  sheep  producers  began  to  re- 
build flocks.  Exports  of  mutton  and  lamb  are  also  ex- 
pected to  be  down  in  1974  as  this  buildup  continues. 

World  Horse  Meat  Trade 

In  1972  world  horse  meat  exports  reached  a  new 
record  of  334  million  pounds.  This  is  less  than  20 
percent  of  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  meat  trade,  but 
there  appears  to  be  increasing  demand  for  this  meat, 
both  for  pet  food  and  for  human  consumption  because 
of  the  high  price  of  other  red  meats. 
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Total  meat.  Principal  exporting  and  importing  countries, 
quantity  and  percent  of  total,  average  1964-68,  annual  1971-72 
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1/     Carcass  weight  equivalent  basis;  excludes  fat,  offals,  and  live  animals. 
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quantity  and  percent  of  total,  average  1964-68,  annual  1971-72 
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2/     Preliminary.         3/     Year  ending  June  30. 

kj     Includes  an  allowance  for  non-reporting  countries  or  areas. 
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horse  m£at^  :  international  tral/E  in  selected  countries,  average  1964-68,  annual  1^69-72 
IN  millions  of  pounds 


AVERAGE  2/ 

continent  and  country  1964-68  1969  1970  1971  1972" 

 exports    Imports    exports    imports    exports    imports    exports    impqxts    exports  imports 


i\ORTH  AMERICAS 

12.7 
10.7 
.1 



47.2 

14.9 
19.4 



53.2 

14.7 
20.7 



48.1 

11.7 
15.9 



31.7 

16.0 


_„ 
19.8 

23.5 

47.2 

^34.2~~ 

53.2 

35.5 

48.1 

27.7 

31.7 

3/32.0 

19.8 

SOUTH  AMERICA! 

170.1 
6.0 
1.4 

.6 

187.9 
41.1 
11.0 

1.6 

186.4 
43.2 
7,7 

2.7 

::: 

167.1 
59.9 
3.4 

3.1 



154.3 
82.7 
4.0 

191.5 

.6 

241  .6 

— 

239.9 

233.6 

241.1 

 ~~ 

EUROPE* 

WESTERN ! 

EC  5 

1.2 

.1 
.2 
8.0 

1  •  6 
3.7 

52.5 

19.1 
.1 

3  j.  9 
15.4 

3.3 

5.5 

,5 
1.7 

55.1 

24.3 
.1 

36.3 
11.6 

3.0 
,1 
6.2 

7 

3.1 

60.7 

36.9 
.1 

47.5 
11.5 

5.8 
.1 
5.4 

2.8 

57.4 

44.6 
.1 

50.5 
7.7 

4.2 
.2 

Vfr 
4.7 

4.4 

64.3 

68.6 
.2 

2,£ 
5.8 

14.9 

llB.l 

11.1 

129.4 

12.8 

156.9 

14.2 

160.4 

13.8 

19b  .  C 

— 


1.9 
.2 

2.6 

.  1 

*,6 
2.9 

,5 



1.1 

6.* 
3,3 

.1 

.  5 

— 

2.9 

6.6 
3.4 

2.6 
.1 

4.0 
.2 
,5 

5.1 
4,  1 

15.5 
.1 

3.9 
.5 
,  6 

5.5 
4.9 

17,0 

12e,3 

11.6 

140. 1 

13.4 

169.6 

16.9 

174.4 

29.3 

211.4 

EASTERN! 

.1 
.5 
.9 

.5 

.~9 
14.3 
.  1 

.  1 

"I 

.1 
.5 

,5 

8 . 2 

•  t 

15.3 

27.6 

31 . 0 

25  .  3 

25.2 

12tJ.9 

26.9 

1*0.1 

41,0 

169. a 

47.9 

174.4 

54.6 

211.4 

AFRICA : 

REP  SOUTH  AFRICA* 

ZaIRE  

.1 

.2 
.5 
.3 

.  1 



f.~6 



— 

.2 
4.  0 

... 

.  1 

6~.~6 
~~~ 

... 

5.9 

— 

1.1 

.  1 

1 .  7 

4.2 

3/.  1 

6.8 

3/.1 

:  ■  & .  i 

3/.  1 

asia: 

53.3 

82.5 

-1 

93.2 

1.2 

81.9 

4.7 

102.7 

53.3 

82.5 

.1 

93.2 

1.2 

81.9 

4.7 

102.T  " 

OCEAN  I  A : 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.1 

.1 

241.5 

23u.l 

304.5 

276.0 

320.7 

3/311.2 

317.3 

3/2*3.2 

3/338.6 

3/334.0 

NOTE:    A  DASH  DEMOTES  NO  TRADE  OR  TRADE  LESS  THAN  HALF  THE  UNIT  SHOWN 0 

y  CARCASS  WEIGHT  EQUIVALENT  BASIS;  EXCLUDES  FAT,  OFFALS,  AND  LIVE  ANIMALS . 

2.         "  \ .  . 

3/  INCLUDES  AN  ALLOWANCE  FOR  NON-REPORTING  COUNTRIES  OR  AREAS. 
1/  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30. 

FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE.  PREPARED  OR  ESTIMATED  OH  THE  BASIS  OF  OFFICIAL  STATISTICS  OF  FOREIGN  GOVERNMENTS .  OTHER  FOREIGN  SOURCE  MATERIALS , 
REPORTS  OF  U.S.  AGRICULTURAL  ATTACHES  AND  FOREIGN  SERVICE  OFFICES,  RESULTS  OF  OFFICE  RESEARCH  AND  RELATED  INFORMATION , 
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